Yusuhara is a small town covered 91% in forest and
fields, located at the source of the Shimanto River and,
as home to one of Japan's three large areas of karst,
has a landscape underlain by limestone.

Yusuhara's environmental efforts center around the
utilization of its abundant natural resources, with the
goal of achieving a reproducible model for self-
sufficient, eco-friendly living in mountain villages.

Implementing a Woody Biomass
Community Cycle

A Low-Carbon Mountain Village

Yusuhara operates a cycle model project in which
income from woody pellet production and capital from
local credit transactions are utilized for reforestation
efforts, thus simultaneously achieving both reductions
in CO2 emissions and increases in CO2 absorption.

Fuel from Woody Pellets

In order to expand the production of woody pellets,
cities and towns in the Shimanto River basin connected
to agriculture and forestry will switch to using woody
pellets for boiler fuel.

Wind Power

Subsidies for reservoir area management will be used
to purchase wind turbines (with 40 to be installed by
2050) and the profits from sales of the power
generated will be allocated to efforts to green the city.

Through appropriate social, economic, and
environmental management, Yusuhara will obtain a
Forest Stewardship Council forest management
certification (FSC, an international forestry
management certification). As a result, local lumber will
have additional economic value, and ensure job
security and forest management stability.

Energy Independence by Integrated
Use of Local Resources

Full Self-Sufficiency in Electricity

By installing small-scale hydro electric power, solar
power, and wind power stations, industries,
businesses, and residents will realize 100% self-
sufficiency in electricity.

Developing Human and Regional
Resources

A Low-Carbon Society, Person by Person
Through the economic stimulation that comes from
developing the human resources of all generations of
its residents and exchange and cooperation between
the city and businesses, Yusuhara will maintain and
strengthen efforts at building a low-carbon society.




